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Ghosts of Bohemia

By Joshua Reznicow, Grade 4.5

Program Notes:

Ghosts of Bohemia (dance for string orchestra) was written for the 2023-2024 students in the Linn-Mar High School
Symphony Orchestra located in Marion, lowa. The piece is dedicated to the senior class for whom the composer’s
daughter, Andrea, was a member of and was written to help celebrate their final year in high school. This dance for
strings is written using a straightforward A-B-A form that has two primary themes that are written in contrasting styles.

The primary theme is a rapid-fire repeated 16™ note passage that serves as the essence of the dance theme. It's
stated early within the composition to solidify its importance to the listener but is also passed between the different
voices within the ensemble to help vary its color. Moments of this 16" note theme are fragmented within the piece,
either as motivic ideas highlighting the orchestration or as fransitional material from one section or idea to another.

The B-section is led off by a passionate violin solo reminiscent of a carefree or gypsy style color that is in direct contrast
to the outer sections of the piece. The solo violin is soon joined by a solo cello creating a passionate duet and dance
between the two voices. This leads into a recap of this second theme by the entire string ensemble helping to round
out the second dance theme. A return of the opening material soon follows, rushing to a fiery and wild conclusion that
utilizes solo voices, divisi string writing within the orchestration, and an intense return of the opening 16™ note theme.

The ftitle, Ghosts of Bohemia, was inspired by the composer walking around the Czech Village located in Cedar Rapids,
lowa. Beautiful mature buildings, shops, and vendors with strong character line the streets and offer the visitor a
diverse and colorful experience that ties beautifully into the themes and character of this piece. The rich history of the
area seemed to call out to past residents, celebrations, and history that only the ghosts would know. But, as strong as its
history is, the current edition to the area including New Bohemia (NewBo) offers everyday visitors and passerby’s new
experiences and celebrations that will add to its rich history.

About the Composer

Joshua Reznicow (1975) is an active composer, music educator, and guest conductor
for youth and honor orchestras. For over 20 years he has taught middle school and
high school students in the Linn-Mar Community School District. Under his direction, the
Linn-Mar orchestras have won several awards and superior ratings at area and regionall
contests, as well as twice being named a Grammy Signature music program.
Additionally, Reznicow directs the Mount Mercy University String Orchestra and has
recently been appointed as Music Director of the Cedar Rapids Community Orchestra
located in Cedar Rapids, lowa. Mr. Reznicow won the 2005 Texas Orchestra Directors
Association (TODA) annual composition contest and was named the 2011 Classroom
Teacher of the Year for the State of lowa, as well as earning a Distinguished Alumnus
Award from The University of Northern lowa.

Mr. Reznicow has been commissioned and performed throughout the United States,
Canada, and Europe with works for professional and young groups alike, including
string orchestra, full orchestra, concert bands, film, and chamber ensembles. He has
had multiple performances at the International Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic
and has been featured on J.W. Pepper’s “Editor Choice List” for string publications on several occasions.

Mr. Reznicow is a member of several professional organizations including the American String Teacher Association
(ASTA), the lowa String Teacher Association (ISTA) where he served as Member at Large-East on their board of directors,
the lowa Composers Forum (ICF) where he was a past secretary on their board of directors, the lowa String Orchestra
Affairs Committee (SOAC), as well as holding the assistant coordinator position for the lowa All-State Orchestra. Mr.
Reznicow currently resides in Marion, lowa with his wife Karen, and their two children Andrea and Aiden.
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Ghosts of Bohemia

Dance for String Orchestra

Score
Grade 4.5
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